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that the spider and the cat may live. Yet Nature is
on both sides at orice. She pounces with the cat and
she runs with the mouse; she rejoices with the con-
queror, she mourns and struggles with the conquered.
Is it not the same throughout the whole world?
Everywhere forces, impulses, instincts of self-asser-
tion, self-preservation, self-expansion, whose frustra-
tion is apparently as much the intention of Nature as
is their realisation ?

Nor can we say that it is the lower that yields to
the higher; man may be the prey of a microbe. Nor
again that the lower is wholly designed for the use of
the higher; no plant or animal is designed for food,
but only for its own life and self-expansion. While
many are designed to prey on and infest others, not
' one instinctively yields itself to be eaten. All Nature's
devices are for conquest or escape. She has filled
the world with feeders, but not with food. Food is
always artificial; it is made out of something that has
another destiny of its own. We destroy a plant or an
animal to feed on its materials. But its form or func-
tion, all that makes it what it is, is nothing to our
purpose. Nature in each existing individual seems to
be wholly on its side and against all the rest, while, at
the same time, the very rivalry of types and individuals
is the condition of their existence and development.
Were any one type to fulfil the law of its being with-
out check it would overspread the whole earth in an
incredibly short time, and in destroying its rivals
would destroy the conditions of its own existence.
It is at once intended, and not intended, to prevail.
Therefore man has naively believed, and made his
religion teach him, that he is an exception to this law